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From Soup to Nuts 
It's Your T-V 
L IVE TV programs at Iowa State are now a reality. 
And you as a student have opportunities to plan 
and produce your own shows, to work as a floor di-
rector, a script girl, or to participate in the actual 
shows. 
"Your Home Hour," a series started in July, is 
sponsored by the Division of Home Economics and 
the Home Economics Extension Service and is under 
the direction of Miss Margaret McKeegan, assistant 
extension editor. 
New studios in the old band building will be used 
for these programs as soon as they are fully equipped. 
Miss McKeegan is scheduling shows for February re-
quiring use of a kitchen, which will be included in 
the variety of new sets. Programs featuring kitchen 
planning as well as demonstrations will be possible 
in the new studio. 
Programs are scheduled for the time when they will 
~o the most good. For instance, a vegetable prepara-
tiOn program was shown at the end of the summer 
when Iowa garden vegetables were being canned and 
frozen. The staff likes to tell women news of Iowa 
State College, so programs such as the September 25 
program about preparation for the 1951-52 year in 
home economics were planned by the production com-
mittee. On this program, fall enrollment in home 
economics, the counseling program, new foods labora-
tories, and new home management houses were fea-
tured. Christian Peterson, who has done sculptures 
on our campus, and Ira Schroeder, who plays bells 
in the campanile, have also been featured on "Your 
Home Hour." 
Start your career 
Students can volunteer to help with the shows, and 
are being trained as floor directors, script girls and 
as actresses in the programs. 
After you've worked as floor director or script girl, 
you might be able to plan a show for TV. You either 
talk to Miss McKeegan and work with her on writing 
a script of your own, or write the program and sub-
mit it to her to see if it can be used. Holy Smith, S. 
Jr. , worked on programs presented this summer, and 
then Mary Lou Gould and Holly planned, wrote and 
selected clothes for a TV 'Campus Fashion Show." If 
you wish to work at the studio, you are welcome to 
participate. However, it 's up to you to volunteer. 
Besides working with the home economics pro-
grams, you may attend regular meetings of Television 
Theater. Headed by Dr. Joseph North, students work 
with TV programs the same as Radio Workshop mem-
bers work with WOI. 
If you're really interested in television, you'll want 
to take the television course offered in the Depart-
ment of Technical Journalism, 590. Taught by Miss 
Ellen Pennell, every phase of television programs 
given by the class is planned by the students. Every 
two women plan a 15 minute show, trying to choose 
subjects that will tie in with their majors or minors. 
They have charge of the complete business operation 
of the show; plan a budget and try to stick to it. They 
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select their music, write announcements, plan the an-
nouncement cards and completely develop their show 
themselves. 
Practice for the various shows takes different 
amounts of time. A rehearsal with cameras always is 
held an hour before the show goes on the screen, and 
oftentimes another rehearsal is needed before this one. 
During the rehearsal held an hour before the show, 
the technicians fix the position of the microphones 
and props. During the show, cameras and microphones 
are operated by engineers. A technical director adjusts 
the pictures and sound. 
Treatment for equipment 
Since kitchen equipment is shiny, it glares when 
camera lights focus on it. Many studios paint over the 
enamel pieces with a semi-dull finish paint, and use 
such colors as yellow, light blue and grey. These three 
colors appear white to the television audience. Chrome 
finishes are sprayed with condensed milk, lacquer, or 
a commercial wax to dull the surface. Use of silver, 
aluminum or chrome kitchen utensils is avoided. 
When asked if there were any disturbances during 
her first show Miss McKeegan smiled and said, "1 
was scared stiff. Most people are-even staff members. 
It gets easier as you go along, though. It's quite dif-
ficult for an untrained person to look at a camera 
and talk to it as if it were a real person." 
Child Development comes to your T-V screen as Miss Margaret 
McKeegan, of Iowa State, introduces players to the audience 
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